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CHARACTER AND THE WILL. 

By A. T. Schofield, M.D. 

In these few papers on character we shall consider first of all 
the freedom of the will, which includes the whole question of 
moral responsibility; and then its effect on character. Its 
relation to morality will come next, and then its expression 
in action. 

All our readers must be aware of the endless discussions 
that have raged about the question whether the will be free 
or not, resembling in their persistent character the eternal 
disputes in theology as to whether man is responsible or God 
sovereign. The answer in each case is that “ both are true.” 
Here is an instance of the value of affirmations over denials. 
Assert the will is free and man responsible ; but don’t deny it 
may be controlled and God sovereign. Or we may change 
the assertion with equal truth, but must never deny what 
appears to be the incompatible opposite, for we are small and 
our mental capacity limited, but truth and God are great 
and infinite. 

The will is free. There can be no morality without freedom 
of will, because there can be no responsibility, hothing 
less is required and nothing more is needed than our own 
personal freedom and responsibility in order to build up 
personal character. , 

Free will and Divine foreknowledge cannot clash, thoug o 
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